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GREENFIELD CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
Meeting Minutes of Tuesday, July 12, 2022 

Greenfield Department of Planning and Development 

Online via Zoom 

Greenfield MA 01301 

 

The meeting was called to order by Travis Drury at 6:33 p.m. with the following members: 
 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Travis Drury (Chair) 

Christin McDonough 

Fletcher Harrington 

    Rachel Lindsay (Vice Chair) 

Erika LaForme 

 

ALSO PRESENT:   Mitchell Vye (Agent) 

    Matt Kelly 

    Phoebe Merriam 

    Nicole Moore 

Simon Hildt 

Kennedy Strakose-Hagen 

 

Note on Meeting Access in light of COVID-19 State of Emergency: 
 

Pursuant to Bill S.2475 Extending Certain COVID-19 Measures Adopted During the State of 
Emergency, this meeting of the Greenfield Conservation Commission will be conducted via remote 

participation to the greatest extent possible. Specific information and the general guidelines for 
remote participation by members of the public and/or parties with a right and/or requirement to attend 
this meeting can be found below. Every effort will be made to ensure that the public can adequately 
access the proceedings in real time, via technological means. In the event that we are unable to do 
so, despite best efforts, we will post on the City of Greenfield website an audio or video recording, 
transcript, or other comprehensive record of proceedings as soon as possible after the meeting. 

 
Should any technical interruption to the meeting occur and the meeting is suddenly ended, it will not 

be resumed and all items will be automatically continued to the next scheduled meeting date. Contact 
the Conservation Agent for more information 

 

Administrative Matters 

Approval of Meeting Minutes from 6/28/2022 

Motion by Fletcher to approve the minutes from June 28, 2022 
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Motion seconded by Rachel 

Christin’s name was spelt incorrectly. The vote for the approval of minutes from 6/14/22 should be 1-0-3 

rather than 1-0-0. The vote to issue the Order of Conditions for the Greenfield 28W Line Rebuild Project 

should be after the vote to amend the motion to include the conditions.  

Motion passes 5-0-0 

 

Schedule of Public Meetings & Hearings           

 Public Meeting: Request for Determination Applicability: Lines 1231 and 1242 Reconductor and 

Structure Replacement Project east of Deerfield Street; (Map: 10, Lot: 4) 

Matt presented the project, which is largely exempt under the Wetland Protections Act. This includes replacing 

existing structures and installing construction mats. They are proposing grading as well as creating a permanent 

gravel access along a slope above a small wetland to an existing structure for maintenance and emergencies, 

which is the portion of the project that is not exempt. Matting will be used for crossing and placed on top of the 

existing vegetation. Vegetation at 3-4 inch DBH would be cut and removed from the site. The vegetation along 

the slope consists largely of multiflora rose and raspberries. Mitchell showed photos of where grading and the 

matting would be done. Travis read from the WPA 10.02(2)(a), which exempts the maintenance, repair, and 

replacement of structures that provide electricity from requiring a Notice of Intent. Expanding an access road 

does not qualify for the exemption, however.  

Simon described the way in which the grading would be done. Construction mats would be placed on the 

ground from the paved area towards the wetland. Sedimentation barriers would be used along the edges of the 

matting. The slope would be cut and riprap and gravel would be installed. At least one water bar would be used 

to prevent water from washing into the wetland. One would be used at the top of the slope and another would be 

potentially installed mid-slope. Simon stated they could install one mid-slope at the Commission’s request, but 

doesn’t believe a water bar at the midpoint of the slope would be necessary in this case. Best Management 

Practices will be followed throughout the project, which contains guidelines based on the terrain and work 

conditions. The slope is close to a 30% grade currently, according to Simon’s estimate, which they would like 

to significantly lower to about 15%. Straw bales and silt fences would likely be used as well. Simon expects the 

work to be done late 2023/early 2024. Notification can be given to the Commission once a timeline is 

determined. Christin had concerns about the spreading of invasive species. The BMP manual has measures for 

invasive species. Mats and machinery are routinely cleaned and top soils are left onsite when possible.  Grading 

will need to be done fairly close to the wetland due to its location in relation to the slope. Travis listed the 

exemptions for the 25-foot No Disturb Zone, one of which is for utilities. The wetland delineation was done by 

Epsilon. Possible conditions were discussed, including requiring a berm and log. 

Motion by Rachel to issue a Negative Determination Type 3 with conditions under the WPA 

Motion seconded by Erika 

A berm shall be placed at the top and a coir log at the bottom of the road. Boilerplate conditions will be 

included, such as notifying commission when work starts and when erosion controls are installed. Native 

seeds shall be used for any plantings. 
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Motion passes 5-0-0 
 

Motion by Fletcher to issue a Negative Determination Type 3 under the Greenfield Wetlands Protection 

Ordinance 

Motion seconded by Christin 

The same conditions shall be used.  

Motion passes 5-0-0 

 

 Public Meeting: Request for Determination Applicability: Garage Addition at 39 Wildwood Ave; 

(Map: 121, Lot: 9) 

The project involves the expansion of a bedroom and the addition of a garage. The garage would be completely 

within an old driveway, which vegetation is beginning to grow through. The existing pavement where the 

garage will go will be removed and new concrete will be poured. The work would be done roughly 75 feet from 

the wetland and 50 feet from the tree line. The wetland was delineated using GIS. Rachel didn’t see anything 

that signified wetlands from the edge of the woodland from the site visit. The area had little understory and was 

dry. The lawn and the woodland are also very flat, although the applicant is open to using straw bales. Rachel 

suggested erosion controls 25 feet from the garage, which would be about halfway to the tree line. This would 

also act as a visual barrier for contractors to not work beyond. Rachel suggested a 12-inch straw wattle for this. 

Reseeding will be done if additional lawn is removed. The work will be done as soon as possible.  

Motion by Fletcher to issue a Negative Type 3 

Motion seconded by Erika 

Erosion control in the form of a 12-inch straw wattle shall be used about 25 feet from work area. Boiler 

plate conditions shall apply, such as requiring the agent’s permission before removing erosion controls. 

Any lawn that is damaged shall be seeded and only clean fill shall be used. 

Motion passes 5-0-0 
 

Motion by Erika to issue a Negative Determination Type 3 under the Greenfield Wetlands Protection 

Ordinance 

Motion seconded by Rachel 

The same conditions shall be used. 

Motion passes 5-0-0 
 

 

Other Business & Enforcement Updates           

 

 Chair/Vice Chair elections.  
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The terms for Chair and Vice Chair had expired, which occurs yearly. Travis stated that he would accept the 

position if elected. Christin nominated Travis as Chair and Rachel as Vice Chair. Rachel would also accept but 

would also pass the title along since she will be absent on maternity leave for some of the meetings this year.  

 

Motion by Christin to nominate Travis as Chair and Rachel as Vice Chair 

Motion seconded by Rachel 

No further discussion or nominations 

Motion to reelect Travis as Chair passes 5-0-0 

Motion to reelect Rachel as Vice Chair passes 5-0-0 

 

 CPA Funds for Conservation Fund 

 

Travis learned that Community Preservation Act money for open space and recreation can be transferred into 

the Conservation Fund. To do this, the Conservation Commission would submit an application to the 

Community Preservation Committee. This money can only be used to purchase and maintain open space land, 

meaning this money would need to be separated from other funds. The Community Preservation Committee is 

having a public hearing on July 28
th

 at 5:30PM at the Greenfield John Zon. There is also a copy of the draft of 

the Community Preservation Plan available online. Public comments can be submitted at the public hearing or 

online.  

 Greenfield Wetlands Protection Ordinance review – Intermittent streams  

Mitchell presented how some other Massachusetts towns’ ordinances protect intermittent streams and took note 

of their wordings. Certain other towns in the state have a 100-foot buffer zone, while others have a 200-foot 

Riverfront Area around them. The discussion on possibly editing the Greenfield Wetlands Protection 

Ordinance’s protection of intermittent streams will continue at the following meeting.  

 Possible Return to In-person Meetings 

Currently, the Conservation Commission is scheduled to use the hybrid meeting room in City Hall for their next 

meeting, which is set to be on July 26
th

. As of the meeting on July 12
th

, there are no public meetings or hearings 

scheduled for the July 26
th

 meeting. The meeting may be canceled due to a lack of quorum being physically 

present at City Hall. Travis and Mitchell will continue to track the bill that would extend the allowance of fully 

virtual meetings. 

Project Monitoring, Correspondence & Site Visit Scheduling         

No updates. 

 

Meeting Adjourned at 8:58 PM 
 

Hearing no objections, Travis adjourned the meeting. 
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Respectfully Submitted, 

Mitchell Vye,                                                                                  Travis Drury, 

Conservation Agent                                                                          Chair 


